LATENT   MEANING   OF  ELLIPTICAL  DISTORTION
adulterated, milder expression in the very next
clause; a kind of substitute which only hints at the
originally coarse content of the omitted words.
Although mindful of the deficiencies of our
explanation, we will describe the psychological
situation as follows: the preconscious content behind
the omission has the same ideational range as the
substitutive formation (the following clause or
allusion); the unconscious content can be guessed
at by the extent of the omission itself. The sub-
stitutive formation or allusion therefore serves only
as a field sketch, not as a complete map. The
resulting clause, then, informs us of the aggressive
and hostile character of the omitted material; we
know that what lies between the conditional and
the resulting clause is charged with anger and
hatred, but we are ignorant of the intensity of
these emotions. Also, the goal, the annihilation or
slaying of the object, is not admitted to our con-
sciousness.
The best analogy to this is afforded by the
analysis of obsessional neurosis. Patients often
confess that certain occasions or certain persons
spur them to irritation or anger, but how deep are
their affects and how fierce their senseless rage
(which indeed often leads to intense death wishes
against the hated person) remain inaccessible to
their consciousness. The result-clause of the
obsessional idea (for example the one cited by
Freud, " If I marry the lady, my father will have
an accident/5*) is extremely indefinite. The
* Freud: Remarks on a Case of Obsessional Neurosis. The analysis of this
particular case shows that behind the elliptic distortion there actually are
unconscious death wishes directed against the father, which by virtue of
the omnipotence of thought might be realized. The witticism Freud cites,
" When X hears this, he will receive another box on the ear," does not
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